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(lie 3!fv,$ of education is to break the strong hold of the
present on the mind".1 That sentence contains a pro
ibiiivd truth, which needs pondering.

How are you to give the mind this training: to
tejxli It to judge rightly its own age and itself? Only
by shelving it the greatest things which men have
achieved or creamed. So and only so it will have a
standard, an example, an inspiration. We can find the
achievements of men in history, and their dreams in
literature,,2 which comes from, speaks to, and helps to
keep alive, what, for want of a better word, we call
the souL

Still doth the soul, from Its lone fastness high,
L pon our life a ruling effluence send.
And when it fails, fight as we will, we die;
And while it lasts, we cannot wholly end.

The reason why Greek has maintained its place in
education is not because, in the unthinking cant
phrase of today, it is a vested interest or a survival
from the past, but because of its value as a food of the
soul.

I may seern to have slipped into a plea for the study
of Greek. That is not my aim. My plea is for the
study of greatness and only of Greek because it is a
supreme example of what is great, and because those
who remain ignorant of its literature and thought
miss oiie of the greatest achievements of mart
Obviously only a small minority will ever Icam the
language; though those who do not, but who arc

1  General J&duc&twn in a Frtt Soci&ty, p* 70.
2  1 include in this word tfie literature of religion.